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To the modern American, Alexander Hamilton was a brilliant thinker who masterminded the American economy and finance, saved the crippled and nearly dead American economy, and restored the American credit system. He is a Founding Father, and a signer of the Constitution. He answered his country’s call to vocation and relinquished his practice as a lawyer to take on the office of the Secretary of the Treasury.
 A man with a bold vision and great ability to do what no one else could: save the newborn country known as America.

Many would say that a man such as Hamilton ought to have had a successful and comfortable childhood, one without the tumultuous cruelties of circumstance. Loving and successful parents, a wealthy household, unimpeded high-level education and career, are just a few of the commonplace and most certainly expected aspects of his childhood life. However, Hamilton’s childhood and youth years were everything but any of those traits. He was born a bastard child between a mother who had been divorced after having deserted her first family, and a father who deserted Hamilton’s mother when Hamilton was a young boy.
 Hamilton was soon orphaned at the age of twelve when his mother, Rachel, died in the winter of 1768.
 With not a single parent left, Hamilton grew up under the guidance of his aunts and their families, and without much money, he began clerking at the trading house of Nicholas Cruger in Christiansted, St. Croix at the age of twelve.


Whilst working at the trading house, Hamilton showed his talent for business and management. In fact, he did so well that Cruger left him an entire branch of his business under Hamilton’s leadership, and when Cruger fell ill and had to travel to New York to recuperate, Hamilton took over all of the trading house’s business and managed them.
 When Cruger returned to St. Croix in 1772, he found his business in its most flourishing state.
 At the age of fourteen, Hamilton had proven himself, albeit on a scale incomparable to the national stage, as a brilliant businessman. 

When a huge hurricane storm devastated the island of St. Croix, Hamilton, shocked and left aghast at the sight of the extensive damage that the island had received, took up his pen and wrote an eye-witness account of it all. He submitted his ‘hurricane letter’ to the Royal Danish-American Gazette, where it was eventually printed and published. The responses were sensational. The Danish governor hailed it as a masterpiece and the citizens of St. Croix thought Hamilton was a genius in making. This opened up the route to his college education, for which he was sponsored by the people of St. Croix. He attended King’s College in New York, now known as Columbia University, where he flourished even further by starting off as a junior and absorbing knowledge much faster than any of his peers, making a name for himself amongst them.
 

Hamilton’s career was already at a point no one could have imagined it would be at a few years before. With hardly any money and no parents, Hamilton managed to get himself to a college in mainland America. That itself is an impressive feat. Yet the brilliant thinker and mastermind who structured and essentially created the American economy were still far off from what Hamilton was then. In fact, the Hamilton we know of, a founding father and the first Secretary of the Treasury of the United States, was nowhere close to Hamilton’s life’s path at that point. The man who argued with Thomas Jefferson on the creation of the first National Bank, the man who said, “the powers contained in a constitution of government… ought to be construed liberally in advancement of the public good,” and was heard, would not have existed if it wasn’t for one man who changed Hamilton’s life.

During the American Revolution, Hamilton, then a twenty-two year old captain in the Continental Army, was named aide-de-camp by General George Washington, then Commander in Chief of the Continental Army. During his time as aide-de-camp, Hamilton was sheltered and protected like a son. In fact, according to a contemporary historian, Noemie Emery, it may very well have been the case that Hamilton was, in the eyes of Washington, a man who could not have a family of his own due to his sterile nature, sort of a son.
 The affection that Washington felt for Hamilton can be attributed to not only Washington’s deep desire for a family, but also Hamilton’s genius as a skillful and decisive strategic planner. Washington once described Hamilton to John Adams as one who, “possess[ed] the commander’s soul.”
 It was because of this recognition that Hamilton grew increasingly closer to Washington, getting as close as one can possibly get with the general. 

This close relationship between the army commander and the aide-de-camp was logically accompanied by another development: trust. Washington trusted Hamilton more than any of his other adjutants. Of the many aides that Washington had, Hamilton was the only one to have been given the charge of representing Washington in meetings with high-profile government and military personnel.
 Hamilton also wrote thousands of directives and orders on behalf of Washington, a taxing task for a young lieutenant colonel, but one that, nonetheless, gave Hamilton the opportunity to prove his intelligence and tactical skillfulness to Washington.
 Without an extraordinary level of confidence and trust in Hamilton, Washington would not have been able to employ Hamilton to perform those vital tasks.
Even under immense pressure and stress caused by his overwhelming workload, Hamilton flourished in his job as aide-de-camp and trusted counselor to Washington. Having always been more than confident about his talents as a strategic planner and tactical advisor, Hamilton, when given the opportunity to show and develop his prowess, seized it and seized it well.
 The Continental Army could only charitably be called as an army, as it was no more than a disorganized militia with chronic shortage of funding and supplies.
 Without Hamilton’s genius, developed by Washington through constant trust and increasing workload, the Continental Army, would not have been able to succeed in the American Revolution. 
Hamilton possessed the genius and talent of a mastermind military strategist. But the Alexander Hamilton of the U.S. Treasury and the founder of American finances would not have come to be without the patronage of George Washington. As mentioned previously, Washington, who lacked a family and yearned for one, and Hamilton, who lacked a father and sought one, enjoyed a close father-son relationship. Although Washington never explicitly showed favoritism for Hamilton, his especially abundant affection for Hamilton was ever present. 
Although he eventually left the safety of Washington’s overwhelming protection and patronage, Hamilton always revered the genius of Washington, remaining loyal and reverent, at heart at the least, to him. The tremendous impact of Washington’s patronage on Hamilton is unquestionable. Hamilton, by himself, was quite literally a “nobody.” He was born as a bastard child, second son, in fact, and was orphaned at the age of eight. At age seventeen, he boldly immigrated to the Americas and led a life under constant patronage of Dr. Knox, a minister who had discovered Hamilton’s talents and saw the potential in him and pitied that such a boy be not given the opportunities that he deserved. Hamilton, as some might say, is the epitome of the ‘self-made man,’ having started from nothing in the most literal sense. Yet not even Hamilton, without the crucial and defining patronage of George Washington, would have been able to establish himself as one of the United States’ founding fathers and the sole founding father of the American banking system. His opinions on the creation of the National Bank would not have mattered if he wasn’t the Secretary of the Treasury, a position he received from none other than Washington. His genius and potential would not have been fully developed without the special trust that Washington bestowed on him. He would not have been able to achieve the fame and glory both as a military strategist and a crucial economist had he not enjoyed the special relationship and the time with Washington. It was patronage that allowed his views to develop and it was patronage that gave voice, weight, and credibility to his opinions on the creation of the National Bank.
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